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- OFFICE OF

E. JAMES FITZGERALD
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

MANITOWOC COUNTY
MANITOWOC, WISCONSIN 54220-5398

COURT HOUSE TELEPHONE 483-4070

March 22, 19395

Representative Al Ott
Wisconsin State Assembly
State Capitol

Madison, WI

Re: LRB-1923/1, 'Relating tof'Investigatién ‘of Animal Cruelty
Complaints. . L .

Dear Representative Ott:

I have had the opportunity to review the above captioned bill
and have a few comments in favor of its passage. My opinion on the
changes is based upon experience.

Approximately one and a half years ago a non-county Wisconsin
resident had concerns that animals were being improperly cared for
at a location in Manitowoc County. This individual applied for and
was granted a search warrant by a Manitowoc Circuit Judge

. for portions of, but not all of, the property which the applicant
wanted to search. This wa rant was ied for under the
provisions of Chapter 951. Apparently, alt ough a warrant had been

granted by a Manitowoc Judge, the applicant applied for and
received another moxe extensive search warrant from a Milwaukee

County judge who she personally was acquainted with, This latter

warrant was drafted so broadly that it was on. its face
unconstitutional and would have allowed the applicant;'nat‘law
enforcement, to ultimately take possession of the animals and
remove them from the State of Wisconsin. Of course, all expenses
incurred would have had to be born by the taxpayers of Manitowoc

County. Law enforcement had no input into the application for

either warrant and having executed the first one (Manitowoc’s) was

ordered by the Milwaukee Judge to execute the second one within 24

hours of the first execution. At that point local law enforcement
expressed concerns about violations of civil rights. '
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I believe that the bill will assist law enforcement in that it
will bring Chapter 951 into closer harmony with| standard c¢riminal
investigatlon procedures as outline in Ch. 832, It will also
assist in having the public perceive enforcement of Ch: 851 actions
in a more positive l;ght that is, that although the crime may be
againgt an animal it is a crime and should be prosecuted the same
way and wzth the same v;gor as. crlmes aga;nst humans.~; ' :

- Thank you for allow1ng me thla opportunity to express my
support of this b111

S:.nc;.e:r:el
E. §;mes FitzGerald

District Attorney
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